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Fromthe Administrator
5

TheChemistry That CanKill

“Party Drugs’ isageneral term for anumber of illegal drugsthat are popular on the youth
scene. They’re commonly encountered at nightclubs and “raves,” but are now also found
in homes and at private parties. These drugs include MDMA (Ecstasy), Ketamine, GHB,
and methamphetamine, and have gained popularity primarily from the fal se perception that
they are not as harmful, or as addictive, as mainstream drugs, such as cocaine and heroin.

Contrary to thisperception, party drugs pose serious health risks, including long-term damage
to the brain, short-term damage to the heart and kidneys, and even sudden death. Their
quality may vary significantly, and customers can often be duped as drug substitutions
occur when suppliers cannot provide drugs currently in demand. That can complicate the
task of emergency medical personnel, who might not know what drugs a patient admitted
for overdosing hasingested.

A second set of drugs, notably GHB, GBL, 1,4 BD, and Rohypnol, have been used in the commission of sexual
assaults and other crimes of violence: they render avictim incapable of resisting and may cause memory problems
that complicate case prosecution. Asaresult, these and other drugs like them, have been called “predatory drugs.”

Party drugs have sneaked up on American society much like cocainedid in the 1970s. And the June 5, 2000, cover
story in Time magazine gives an explanation why when it stated, “One reason Ecstasy is so fascinating, and thus
dangerous to anti-drug crusaders, isthat it appears to be a safer drug than heroin and cocaine, at least in the short
run, and appears to have more potentially therapeutic benefits.”

A similar story appeared in Newsweek in 1977, arguing that anewly popular drug was * not addictive and causes no
withdrawal symptoms.” When taken in moderation, Newsweek said, the drug “probably causes no significant
mental or physical damage and a number of researchers have concluded that it can be safer than liquor and
cigaretteswhen used discriminately.” Thedrug in question was cocaine, and unfortunately, the magazine's assessment
was dead wrong.

Newsweek's editors were no doubt rendering an honest judgment about what was popularly known at the time
about cocaine. But thetruthis, the hard evidence about new drugs often comes out well after the stories promoting
their glitz and glamour. Asaresult, the general public often doesn’t |earn about the dangers of new drugsuntil itis
too late. In fact, while 92 percent of parents have heard about Ecstasy, half of those parents are unaware of the
drug’s dangerous effects. And just one percent of those parents say it's possible that their teen may have tried the
drug, even though 12 percent of teens, or 2.6 million, have aready done so. Correcting these and other misperceptions
about party and predatory drugsis one of the mandated missions of the DEA. With this booklet we hope to inform
parents and teenagers of the dangers of party and predatory drugs; make parents aware of the signs of Ecstasy and
party drug use; protect the unsuspecting from becoming victims of predatory drug-assaults; and provide recom-
mendations for what you, the reader, can do to help in the battle against these dangerous substances.
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Executive Summary

Most Americansknow thevery red dangersandtragic
consegquencesof using drugslike cocaine, heroin, and
PCP, and the mgjority chooseto stay away. Butthere
isastartling array of new synthetic party drugslike
Ecstasy and predatory drugswith chemical sounding
names like GHB, GBL, and 1,4 BD that are fast
becoming the number one drug threat to America’s
youth—Ilargely becausekidsbelievetheselaboratory-
produced pillsare harmless.

L ooks Can Be Deceiving

That’san unfortunate misperception being spread by
thosewho seek to profit off theimpul seof young people
to experiment, namely drug traffickers, who increase
the demand for these drugs using savvy marketing
techniques. They packagethedrugsin pill form, so
there’'snoinjectioninvolved. They makethem look
like medicine or candy, so that they can easily be
concealed. Traffickersevenreach kidsusingtheir own
language and their own media, including, colorful and
creative websites set up to advertiseravesand drugs.
And, pushersare equally as creative with how they
packagethedrugsthemsdves. they comewith colorful
die stamps and tabl ets with appealing, name-brand

logos.

Thedangeroustrappingsof thetradein thesedrugs—
Ecgtasy pillsstamped with designer logos, drug-fueled
rave parties, and Internet drug trafficking sites—
confront our young peopleevery day. America'syoung
people and their parents need to be armed with the
factsabout thevery real dangersthesedrugspose—to
thosewho arevictimed and unwittingly consumethem,
aswell aspeoplewho chooseto abusethem.

Dangers Revealed

Scientific sudieshaveshownthat useof synthetic party
drugs cause seriousside effects, including long-term
neurologica damageand addiction, and overdosesare
common. Ecstasy can increase users’ body
temperatures exceeding 106 degreesand cause severe
dehydration, exhaustion, nausea, hallucinations,
tremors, heart attack, and even death. Equally
important isknowing that overwhel ming numbers of
users experience anxiety, depression, and memory
loss—conditionsthat areespecially harmful during the
formativeteenyears.

Ecstasy
tablets
imprinted
with colorful
designs.

Perhapsthe most frightening aspect of thesedrugsis
themoresinister purposefor which they’ resometimes
used. GHB, GBL, and Rohypnol are classified as
predatory drugs becausethey can beused tofacilitate
sexud assaults. Thesedrugs—odorlessand tasteless—
can be dlipped into a drink and render a victim
unconscious. Predatory drugsimpair memory, making
the successful prosecution of sexual predators much
moredifficult. Thereareestimatesthat asmany as20%
of al rapesarefacilitated with drugs.

The DEA isworking with our law enforcement partners
across the country and the world to take apart drug
trafficking organizationsthat supply these dangerous
drugs to our communities. And we're achieving
success. We're seizing millions of Ecstasy pillsand
vidsof predatory drugsdestined for our communities,
dismantling huge international drug trafficking
organizations, and arresting thosewho trafficinthese
drugsonthelnternet. Congresshasaidedinthisbattle
by passing tougher | egidlation and scheduling these
productsasdangerous, addictivedrugs.

JointheFight

But our fight against drugsismorethan just abattle
against traffickers, it'sabattleagainst misnformation.
Weneed toenlist thehe p of thegenerd public—people
likeyou—tofight thisbattlewithus. Asayoung person,
you need to educate yourself about what these drugs
areredly about. Asaparent, you need to be aware
that “acohol-freg” dance partiesmay infact be havens
of drug dealing. Schools, businesses, faith—based
organizations, and civic groups, weask youtojoinin
thiseffort and help usaswe seek to dispel the myths
about party and predatory drugs and ensure that new
generationsdo not fall prey totheir dangers.
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Ecstasy
Isitreally aproblem?

Yes. Ecstasy istheY Generation’scocaineand isfast
becoming the number onedrug problemfacingAmerica's
youthtoday. Ecstasy’spopularity hasskyrocketedin
just the past couple of years. Themost recent National
Household Survey on Drug Abuseshowsthat 8.1 million
Americansaged 12 and older used Ecstasy in 2001—
up from 6.5 millionin2000. That'sa25% increasein
just oneyear.

Another indication of itsgrowing popul arity isthenumber
of Ecstasy pillsseized by law enforcement. In 1999,
DEA seized 1.1 million dosage units. Two years|ater,
that number legpedto 5.6 million.

Show methelove

Ecstasy first gained popularity at al-night dance parties,
caled“raves.” (Seeddebar.) Knownasthe*hugdrug”
or “feel good” drug, it reducesinhibitionsand produces
heightened sensuality, the elimination of anxiety, and
extreme relaxation. Ecstasy users experience both
halucinogenic and stimulant effectsthat |ast severd hours.

Oneyoung user, interviewed on the Public Broadcasting
Sysem’'s”Newshour,” saidthat Ecstasy “redly intensifies
your emotionsand it makeseverything seemlikeamuch
bigger ded ... And thenthere'sthewholeskinthingwhere
youjust, like, everything that you touch fed sredly good.
Andit'sjugtinteresingtofed different thingsandvibrations
and soft stuff. It really does messwith your emotions
and makeyou moreunstable. Andtheday after | would
usudly cry.”

Sangtermsfor Ecstasy aresimilar acrossthecountry. It
continuesto begenerdly referredtoas® X,” athough
“E” and“roll” arealsoused. “Rolling” referstobeing
high on Ecstasy. Thisdrug isoften referred to by its
design or the shape of the pill: for example, itiscalled
“shamrock” in St. Louis because pills may be clover-
shaped, and“ Buddha’ in Memphisbecausethepillsmay
be shaped with aBuddhadesign.

Ecstasy, dubbed the ‘love” drug, is sold in a variety
of tablet shapes with assorted imprints.

Show methemoney

Ecstasy issynthetically manufactured in clandestine
laboratories, predominately inthe Netherlandsand
Belgium, which produce roughly 70 percent of the
Ecstasy consumed worldwide. Making Ecstasy isvery
profitable. Thecost of producing one Ecstasy tabletis
aslow as 50 cents, but the street pricein the United
States can run ashigh as$30 apill. With that huge
profit margin in mind, drug traffickers are doing
everything they can to drive demand for thisdrug.

Teen Ecstasy Use

(in percentage of teenage popultation that
has used Ecstasy in their lifetime)

71%
12%+*

10%

*significant difference
vs. 2000 at .05 level

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

source: Partnership for a Drug-Free America
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Paraphernalia

i . ECStasy= e EEetasy s

Ecstasy users have discovered certain productsthat 6 sim'-'a_'_;"app_earanw-
can be used to combat the drug’s common side o 7
effects such asjaw muscletension or teeth grinding.
They have also discovered ways to increase the
sensation from Ecstasy use. The paraphernalia
listed below is commonly found at Rave parties.
Parents need to be aware that these innocent-
looking items could be an indication of Ecstasy

use.
* Pacifiers
* Lollipops

* Florescent Light Sticks

* Menthol Nasal Inhalers

* Vicks Vapor Rub

» Eye Drops

» Surgical Masks

* Skittles

* M&Ms

» Candy Necklaces or Bracelets

Why

They help relieve jaw muscle tension and teeth
grinding. stz #1330

They increase stimulation and enhance the visual
effects of Ecstasy.

These candies are used to conceal the Ecstasy
pills.

Other Ecstasy paraphrenalia include
Ice Breakers® and Glow Sticks®
(above), along with face masks and
VapoRub® (below).

Colored necklace and pacifier are popular
‘rave” accessories.

—-5-



Savvy Marketers

So why has Ecstasy become so popular? In part, it
may be the youthful impul se to experiment and find
acceptance, but much of the blame can be placed with
rave promoters and drug distributorswho prey upon
that impulse. Ecstasy traffickersareasmarketing savvy
as some Fortune 500 companies. Some of the
techniquesEcstasy traffickersuseinclude:

e Rave promoters reach kids using their own
language and their own medium—the Internet for
example. More than with any other drug, party and
predatory drug traffickersusethe Internet to carry on
their trade. They useit for drug transactions, ameans
to communicate among themselves, and mostly to
advertiseand promotetheir products.

e Colorful and creative web-sites are set up to
advertiseravesaswell asdrugs. Ravesareorganized,

promoted, and financed by local and national

enterprisesthat advertisethroughword of mouth, fliers,

posters, telephone, radio, and the Internet. In fact,

many ravesareadvertised as“ drug and a cohol -freg’

and employ security guardsin order to give partygoers
and parentsafa se senseof security. Thetruthismany
ravesaredrug havenswith security officersturning a
blind eyeto blatant drug dealing and use.

e Thedealersareequally creative with how they
package Ecstasy. Thedrug comesintheformof smal,
aspirin-sizecolorful pills. Marketerscregate pillsoften
inflorescent colorsand samped with
an appealingimagelikebutterflies,
smiley faces, or peace symbolsor
designer logoslikeMcDonald'sor
CalvinKlen. Thisismeanttobuild
brand loyalty, ingtill confidence, and
most of all perpetuatethe myth that
itsuseislegitimate and safe.

o Traffickersshamdesdy promote
Ecstasy asthe“hug drug,” whichis
very appealing to teens deepest
emotional needs for love and

acceptance.

o Traffickersmakethepillsreadily avallableat places
teensfrequent and wherethey feel comfortable. Kids
don’'t have to go to back alleys or dark cornersto
obtain the drugs. They can be easily purchased at
nightclubs, dances, bars, and raves. Sometraffickers
will also ddliver thedrugsright toyour door. Withone
call onthecell phone, dealerswill deliver acolorful
array of brandsfor the party that night.

These drugs are also being purchased at clubs and
brought back to collegedormsand high schoal parties,
in city, suburban and rural areas. For example,
accordingtotheArlington Heights(IL) Daily Herald,
oneyoung dedler would buy large quantitiesof Ecstasy
at ravesand sell them through 10 or 15 distributors’
to suburban teenagers, who would often pop the pills
at home. “It waseasier than buyingweed,” thedealer
said. “It was probably the easiest drug out there to

get”

Appealingcolorsand
logos attractrepeat |1
customers
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Three Danger ousMisconceptions
of a“Harmless’ Drug

Many Ecstasy usersthink that thedrug isharmlessfun
because:

1. Ecdasyisusudly takenintheform of colorful
littlepills, unlikedrugsthat are snorted or
injected with aneedle. Intravenousdrug use
isassociated with al sortsof diseases, AIDS
and hepatitisbeing the most notorious. What's
more, producersand traffickers of Ecstasy
seek to differentiatethelr product from others
by imprinting thetabletswith “brand” logosor
symbols. Thepillstake on atrendy reputation,
with kidscomparing drug logostheway others
used to compare baseball cards.

2. Mignformation abounds—much of it onthe
Internet on Ecstasy promotion sitesand chat
rooms. America syouth reliesonthe Internet
for that information, but that doesn’t dways
yield thebest resultswith Ecstasy. For
example, if ateenager logsonto
www.ecstasy.org, they will find an advice
column ontaking Ecstasy. One user, who
cdled hersdf “afirst timeterrified user” logged
onrecently and described her first experience
usingthedrug. Shesaid: “1 wastrembling
violently, had asickening fog of paranoia,
thought my heart wasgoing to explode...”
Sheasked for advice. Theso-called experts
wrote back that it was nothing to worry about.
Their advicewasto smply cut the dosage
amount in haf thenexttime.

3. Thegrowth of so-called* harmreduction”
organizationshas contributed toitsharmless
reputation. Many raversuse party drugsand
advocatetheir use, wrongly believing that they
can be used responsibly and their effects
managed properly. Thismyth isperpetuated,
inpart, by privatedrug education and drug
testing organi zationsthat have appeared at
ravesover thepast 10 years, testing samples
of illegal drugsand informing raversof the
presence or absence of Ecstasy intheir tablets.
Theideaisthat if you get “good” Ecstasy,
uncorrupted by other chemicals, thedrugissafe.

DanceSafe.org

Organizations such as

“ DanceSafe” promote “ harm
reduction” which may mislead
young people into believing that
Ecstasy can be taken safely.

Onenon-profit organization even sellskitsto test
thepurity of Ecstasy. But thekitsarenot reliable,
andthey oftengiveusersafa sesenseof security—
it passed the “test,” so it must be safe, right?
Wrong. Membersof these organizationsbelieve
that they hel p reducethe number of overdosesby
educating usersonthe physica effectsof specific
drugs. But color testing of drug samplesdoesnot
assesstheamount of thedrug in atablet, nor any
contaminant such as strychnine, LSD, or PCP.
Tablets often deemed “safe” by these
organizationscan, infact, bedeadly. Furthermore,
many law enforcement agenciesbelievethat the
practicesof harm reduction organizationsactudly
encourage drug use, and some have seen a
correlation between party drug overdoses and
increasesintheactivitiesof those organizations

Ultimately, just because a drug may be more
“pure,” itdoesn't meanthatitissafe. Inredlity, it
isthe Ecstasy itself—even without additivesor
contaminants—that isdangerous— Ecstasy can
causefatal increasesin body temperature and,
moreingdioudy, long-term damagetothebrain.



Lynn Smith:

One Woman'’s

(Excerpts from testimony before Criminal Justice,
Drug Policy and Human Resources Subcommittee
of the House Government Reform Committee.
September 19, 2002)

“1 grew up in a really, really tiny town called
Danville, which is in Pennsylvania. Lots of cows,
lots of pastures, lots of farms. And | was a straight
A student, well liked, popular, all of those things —
you know, a boyfriend. All of those things you want
when you're young, | had. And I’d always dreamed
of moving to New York City to pursue a career in
theater when | was old enough, when | graduated.

xperience with Ecstasy

“....And my friends changed. | was bartending late
hours and | began to use Ecstasy more and more. |
was going out to clubs. It was basically during a
five-month period that | was getting involved with
people who sold Ecstasy....| was just popping pills
like they were candy and the reverse effects soon
set in. | was having panic attacks, | was feeling like
| wanted to rip my skin off, | wanted to die. | couldn’t
sleep at night, | couldn’t eat....At the end of this
spiral, | was sitting at home in my apartment in
Brooklyn with my boyfriend and my roommate. We
just finished a movie, it was late. | sat up on the
couch. And within seconds | just felt changed. |

felt like | snapped — something inside

(In New York City, at the age of 19)
“1 was exposed to new people from
acting school | just thought were so
exotic, so intelligent, so amazing. And
every party we went to there would
just seem to be an endless supply of
drugs....\\e were sitting, you know, in
apartments of different friends and
there would be cocaine, there would
be Ecstasy, there would be heroin.

“....And one particular evening, when | fell in love
with Ecstasy, my love affair began that evening when
my friend pulled out a card and said, ‘We're going
to order some pills. Do you want anything?' | said,
‘WEll.”  She's like, ‘Oh, don't even answer. We'll
just order some. If you want, you can have. So
like calling Domino’s Pizza, 30 minutes or less, there
was a messenger at our door with a bag of pills with
little smiley faces on. Very interesting emblems: Nike
symbols, Mitsubishis. It was just, like, ‘Okay, pick
out your favorite color. Pick out what represents
your personality.’

“....I had seen them all do Ecstasy before and it just
seemed so — | mean, everything | learned growing
up was it was going to be a scary, dark alley. You
know, it was going to be a dark, scary man selling
me drugs....And it wasn’'t. It was in a beautiful
Greenwich Village apartment, nice smooth lighting.
The drug dealers were my friends. And the awful
feeling that | thought came from a drug looked very
amazing to me, everyone giving massages and
hugging and talking. And | did it. And after that
pill nothing was ever the same again. | just thought,
‘Oh my gosh, this is what true happiness is.’

“l couldn’t catch my
breath. | felt like | was
having a heart attack...
hallucinating...] never
thought this drug could
do this to me.”

me snapped. | couldn’t catch my
breath. | felt like | was having a heart
attack, I was hallucinating.

“My boyfriend called my mom. | got
on the phone and | said, ‘ You've got
to come get me. I’'mdead. I'm dying.
I’'mgoing crazy. I'min hell.’...By the
time she got there | was so completely
out of reality that when she pulled up
to the curb, | didn't know who she was
and | refused to get in the car with her...so my
boyfriend had to force me in the car.

“...I was in a psychiatric ward for 14 days. The
first few days | refused to take medications because
| was so paranoid and | was afraid that | was
swallowing more Ecstasy....I never thought this drug
could do this to me. Everything | read about,
everything | saw, everything | heard was — you
know, The New York Times Magazine, | don't know
if you've all read that, a few years back with a tall,
beautiful model with the word Ecstasy wrapped
around her. And | read the article thinking — and
this is after 1 got out of the hospital, thinking why
am | not still doing this? It was just saying how
great it was and what the amazing effects were. And
I thought I’'m alone in this, I’'m going crazy, I'm the
only crazy person.

“....No one had called me while | was in the hospital,
no one contacted me. None of those friends, that
were just like hugging and kissing and giving you
massages, not a trace of them anywhere to be found.
To this day, | haven't talked to one of them. | never
made an effort to kind of go back and talk. It was
just —they're still in the samelife. They're still going
to the clubs, they're still doing the same thing.”

--8--



Health Consequences. What the Science Says
Damageto the Body

Thereiswidespread ignoranceamong parentsand thelr
teensof Ecstasy’ seffects. Thecommon misconception
isthat Ecstasy issafe and non-addictive, but thefacts
show otherwise. Thesideeffectscan bedebilitating,
and overdoses are common. Ecstasy abuse can
produce severe dehydration, exhaustion, nausea,
hallucinations, increasein body temperature, tremors,
and heart attacks. Ecstasy has produced liver and
kidney damagethat doesn’t show up until daysor weeks
after the drug is consumed, and studies show that
chronic Ecstasy use causesbrain damageand canresult
in after-effects, such asanxiety and depression. The
DrugAbuseWarning Network (DAWN) estimatesthat
nationwide hospital emergency room mentionsfor
Ecstasy rose sharply from 637 in 1997 to 5,542 in
2001. The State of Floridahasreported 103 deaths
directly linked to Ecstasy consumptionin 2001, aone.
Taking thedrug in ahot setting, likearave, can cause
usersto gointo thetype of convulsionsthat have been
associated with dangerously high fevers. Ecstasy-
related deaths have been recorded whereusers' core
body temperaturesreached up to 106 to 109 degrees.

DamagetotheBrain

Perhapslessvisbleinitialy, but of equal concern, isthe
potentid long-term harm thedrug can causetothebrain.
Ecstasy actudly injuresthebraininwaysthat last long
after users stop taking it. A study conducted by
researchersat JohnsHopkinsMedica Center reveded
that habitual Ecstasy abusers suffer long-term
neurological damage. The study indicates that
recreational Ecstasy users may be in danger of
deve oping permanent brain damagethat might manifest
itself intheform of depression, anxiety, memory |oss,
or neuro-psychiatricdisorder. Other evidence suggests
that Ecstasy affects its users in ways similar to
Alzhemer’s.

—-0O-

In a study just published
in the Journal of Science
and conducted by
scientists at Johns
Hopkins University,
primates were injected

with two or three doses of
Ecstasy over a few hours.
The study discovered
evidence that severe brain damage occurs to the
nerve cells, which produce the neurotransmitter
dopamine in the area of the brain controlling
movement. The study concluded that neurological
damage could stay hidden for years and increase
increase the risk of Parkinson's disease and

associated movement-related disorders.

source: National Institute of Health

Inaddition, numerousmgor scientific sudiespublished
in peer-reviewed journals have shown significant
impairmentsinmemory and learninginindividuaswho
havetaken Ecstasy. Studiesconducted inthe United
Kingdom indicatethat the effect Ecstasy use hason
thememory cannot be s mply attributed to withdrawa
or resdud effects—Ecstasy usemay resultin perdstent
memory damage.



Ecstasy-Related
Emergency Department
Episodes

5,000

4,000-
9785 D
3,000
1,143 +

1998 1999 2000

2,000

1,000

source: Drug Abuse Warning Network

Black Tuesday

Ecstasy usemay dso beaccompanied by a“ depressve
hangover” that canlast daysafter use. Thisissometimes
referredtoas”Black Tuesday” or “ Suicide Tuesday,”
describing the feelings of helpless depression after
coming down from weekend Ecstasy highs. The
potentia for depression caused by Ecstasy useiswiddy
reported.

Accordingtoastudy at JohnsHopkinsMedica Center,
the negative psychological and physical effects of
Ecgasy useincreasewiththeuseof thedrug. However,
itisimpossi bleto determine how much of thedrug or
which person will be plagued by such effects—some
first time users may experience some of the most
devadtating effects, including desth (see storieson page
22). Of course, those most at risk arekids. 1n 2001,
77 percent of the 5,542 Ecstasy emergency room
mentionswere attributed to patientsage 25 and under.
Ecstasy usecan beaddictive, aswell. A recent study
supported by the National Institute on Drug Abuse
studied 173 adolescentsand young adults. Of the52
who had reported using Ecstasy, amost 60 percent
met the diagnostic criteriafor abuse and dependence.
Forty-three percent met the criteria for Ecstasy
dependenceaone.

Health Consequences. What the Users Say:

“...Eachtimel dropped, the next day’s*‘ come down’
was more depressing. It’s like you need more of it
just to keep you happy...It was affecting my brain
and itsnormal thought patterns. | waslosing myself
quick and could hardly remember thelittlethings|
used to do that made me happy and made me feel
comfortable to be me. | was nothing but a drug
addict. | was addicted to Ecstasy.” —Josh, 17,
California

“| have done Ecstasy twice and | can honestly say
that it has changed my life forever. A week after
the first time, | was admitted to the hospital for
severe anxiety and panic attacks. | thought | was
going todie. That was followed by depression and
cloudy thinking, | was a mess. | felt really strange
for about four months, and then thefeelings started
to subside...two weeks later, | was admitted to an
outpatient programin a mental health facility. To
thisday, | still suffer fromanxiety and depression.”

—Quenby, 23, Colorado

“1 never thought it would be me. | never thought
that | would be addicted to ‘E’. | never thought |
would end up how | am today...on the verge of
mani ¢ depression, a disease which changestheway
you live forever. | took E so many times | can't
even count. | emptied out my bank account and
started getting it for free. | did everything for
it...This went on for a year until | realized that
something waswrong with me. | lost so much weight
and got major kidney problems. | wasinthe hospital
for days.” —Megan, 17, Pennsylvania

“ Theworst mistake | ever made wastaking Ecstasy.
Yeah, it feels good, but now | have to deal with a
mental disorder, directly related to taking Ecstasy.
| even attempted suicide during an Ecstasy
‘comedown.’” Be educated, don't make the same
mistakesas| did.” —Rosalin, 20, Illinois

source:
www.pbs.org/inthemix/shows/show_ecstasy2.html
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TheSource

How are these drugs getting
into the country? After all,
Ecstasy isnot generally made
in America. Ecstasy is
synthetically manufacturedin
laboratories predominately in
the Netherlandsand Belgium,
which produce the mgority of the ecstasy consumed
worldwide. A typicd clandestinelaboratory iscapable
of producing 20 - 30 kilograms of Ecstasy per day,
with onekilogram of ecstasy producing approximately
7,000 tablets. Dutch Policereported the seizure of one
|aboratory capable of producing approximately 100
kilogramsof ecstasy per day.

Think about these numbers and the enormous profit
marginsthey represent. Although estimatesvary, the
cost of producing one Ecstasy tablet isbetween $.50 -
$1.00. Thewholesalepricefor Ecstasy tabletsranges
from $1.00-$2.00, contingent on the volume
purchased. Oncethe Ecstasy reachesthe United States,
adomestic cdll distributor will chargefrom $6to $12
per tablet. The Ecstasy retailer, inturn, will distribute
the ecstasy for $20t0 $30 per tablet. At $20 per tablet,
onekilogram of Ecstasy would generate $140,000. At
$30 per tablet-$210,000.

Bags of Ecstasy were taped to the legs of this
drug smuggler.

High-volume Ecstasy smuggling into the
United Sates is big business.

Thetrangportation and distribution of Ecstasy trafficked
inthe United Statesare controlled by variousfactions
of Isradli and Russian Organized Crimegroups. These
groupsrecruit and utilize American, |sradli and western
European nationalsascouriers. Courierscan smuggle
2to5kilogramsontheir personsand 10 kilograms of
Ecstasy in specially designed luggage. Inadditionto
the use of couriers, these organizations commonly
exploit commercid mail servicesto arrangeddivery of
their merchandise.

Although Israeli and Russian Ecstasy trafficking
organizationsdominatethe Ecstasy market inthe United
States, other drug trafficking organizationsbased in
Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Asa and Mexico
have entered the Ecstasy trade. Dominican and/or
Colombian nationa ssmuggling cocaineto Europehave
exchanged their cocainefor Ecstasy pills, asignificant
quantity of which will be destined for U.S. cities.
Indonesia authorities recently seized alarge-scale
Ecgtasy laboratory in Jekarta, Indonesia, which resulted
inthesaizureof over 300 poundsof Ecstasy. AsEcdasy
proves more profitable and as law enforcement
pressuresforcethetraffickersto re-group, the U.S.
Ecstasy tradewill becomeincreasingly diverse.

These Ecstasy tablets were
stamped with the letters of |
the Drug Enfor cement
Administration.
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A Guidefor Parents

Parents can havean enormousimpact ontheir children
when it comes to ateen’s decision about drug use.
When parents take the time to sit down with their
children and discusstherisksof drug useandthevaue
of adrug-freelife, their kidsarefar lesslikely touse
drugs— infact, 50 percent lesslikely according to
onesurvey.

It'snot only important to discusstherisksof drugs, it's
alsoimportant to know whereyour children are, who
their friendsare, even who their friends' parentsare.
When parentsfirgt learnthat achildishaving problems
with drug use, acommon reactionisthat they had no
ideatheir kidswere hanging out with acircleof drug-
using friends, or that their friends’ parentstook suchan
lenient view of drug use.

Families: theAnti-Drug

Research—andredly just plain ol d-fashioned common
sense—tellsushow important regular family activities
likeeating dinner together, attending religious services,
or participating incommunity organizations, aresmple,
effective ways to reduce youth drug use and raise
healthier children. We also know that kidswho find
acceptanceand channd energiesinto pass ons—sports,
music, civic organizations—seenovaueindrug use
and learn how damaging drugsareto their interests,
their bodies, andtheir future.

Parentsneed to beaware of drug trends, talk with their
teens about drug use, and take an active interest in
their comingsand goings. Listed at right areanumber
of thingsyou can useto determinewhether you might
have an Ecstasy user inthefamily, and what you can
doto help turnthingsaround.

Know the Physical Signs of Ecstasy Use
Increased heart rate

Convulsions

Extreme rise in body temperature
Uncontrollable movements

Insomnia

Impaired speech

Dehydration

High blood pressure

Grinding teeth

Look for Indicators of Ecstasy Use
e Ecstasy paraphernalia

e Pacifiers

e Candy necklaces

e Surgical-type masks

e Glow sticksand/or glowing jewelry
[ ]
[ ]

Lollipops
Mentholated rub

Common signs of Ecstasy use

Confusion

Panic attacks

Headaches and/or dizziness

Loss of memory

Hallucinations

Sorejaw asaresult of theinvoluntary jaw clenching
that is often a side effect of Ecstasy use
Lossof inhibitions

Unusual displaysof affection
Depression

Paranoia

Where Does a Parent Go for Help?

e If you suspect your child isusing Ecstasy, monitor
behavior carefully.

Enforce strict curfews.

Approach your child when he or sheis not under
theinfluence of drugs, and if necessary, call on other
family members and friends to support you in the
discussion.

e Oncethe problem is confirmed, seek the help of
professionals.

e If the person isunder the influence of drugs and
immediate intervention is necessary, consider
medical assistance.

e Professionalswho can provideinformation and

intervention assistance:

Doctors

Hospital substance abuse programs

School counselors

County mental health society

Members of the clergy

Organizations such as Narcotics Anonymous



Predatory & Other Party Drugs

Ecstasy isby far themost popular of the party drugs. But there are other drugs on the youth scenethat are used,
oftenin concert with Ecstasy. Thesedrugshave chemica sounding nameslike GHB, GBL, 1,4BD, and Ketamine
that are synthetically produced in laboratoriesbut are every bit as dangerousand addictive asmorewell known
centuries-old drugslike heroin and cocaine. What'smore, severa of them are used for amore sinister purpose.
Cadlled predatory drugs, they canbedippedinto avictim’sdrink. They’ reodorlessand tastel ess, sothe user never
knowswhat hitsthem. They’ re rendered unconscious, unableto fight back, and unableto remember, so predators
usethese drugsto commit rape, date-rape, sexual assault, domestic violence, and other crimesof violence.

TheNatureof Predatory Drugs

In a recent DEA drug-facilitated sexual assault
training conference, Gail Abarbanel, founder and
director of the nationally recognized Rape
Treatment Center, estimated that 15%-20% of all
rapes were facilitated with drugs, which is why
GHB and other such drugs are referred to as
predatory drugs. In an article published in the
National Institute of Justice Journal, in April 2000,
Ms. Abarbanel said:

“Inlate 1995, the Rape Treatment Center at Santa
Monica-UCLA Medical Center began to seeanew
pattern in sexual assault cases. Victims were
coming in who believed they had been drugged
surreptitiously to incapacitate themfor the purpose
of sexually assaulting them.”

“Many of these cases followed a similar pattern.
Victims were in what seemed like a comfortable
social environment, such asa restaurant, party, or
club. Unbeknownst to them, someone dipped a
drug into their drink. Asthey consumed the drink,
they began to feel disoriented or sick. The next
thing they remembered was waking up hours|ater,
sometimes in a different location.”

“....It was apparent to the staff at the Rape
Treatment Center that some rapists were using a
powerful new weapon to overpower, disable, and
control their victims. When victimsbegan to report
these crimes to the authorities, their cases were
often dismissed. One victimwastold, ‘he has his
memory, you don’t haveyours. There'sno evidence.
Thecaseisclosed.””

“....Rape drugs make it relatively easy for rapists
to gain control of their victims. Perpetrators do
not have to overcome any form of resistance. They
do not haveto use physical force. They do not have
to threaten to harm the victim to get compliance.
Nor do they have to be concerned about a victim's
screams attracting attention. The drugs they
administer immobilize and silence the victim.”

For every 100 Rapes in the United
States:

® 32 are reported to the police

® 16 result in an arrest

® 13 defendants will face prosecution

® 7 will be convicted

5 will go to prison

Bottom Line: Only 1 out of every 20 rapists
will go to jail. Predatory drugs, which can
incapacitate victims and impair memory,
combined with the lower reporting rate for
sexual assault, make the successful
prosecution of sexual predators that much
more difficult.

Compiled by RAINN from US Justice Department studies
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GHB (gammahydr oxybutyr ate)
HiddeninH20

GHB isachemical that depressesthe central nervous
system. Onthestreet, itisusualy sold asan odorless,
colorless liquid in water bottles. Its appearance is
deceptively innocuous, but GHB isdangeroudly toxic.
It smadefromasubstancecaled GBL, whichisasolvent
foundinacetone-freenal polishremovers, floor cleaning
products, and lye (sodium hydroxide). GHB generates
fedlingsof euphoriaand intoxication. Someusersreport
that itisanaphrodisiac.

Itisalso used asachemical method of counteracting
the stimulant effect of Ecstasy. Street namesfor GHB
areGeorgiaHomeBoy, Liquid Ecstasy, GrievousBodily
Harm, Fantasy, Easy Lay, Everclear, Gamma 10, and
Goob. GHB isproducedin clear liquid, white powder,
tablet, and capsuleforms. Becauseof itssdty taste, itis
often combined in carbonated sodas, acohoal, or health
food drinksandispopul ar anong adol escentsand young
adultsattending ravesand nightclubs. Atlower doses,
GHB causes drowsiness, nausea, and visual
disturbances. At higher dosages, unconsciousness,
Seizures, severerespiratory depression, and comacan
occur. Repeated GHB use causes severe, debilitating
depression and anxiety. The explosion of GHB use,
and the health consequences of itsuse, can beseenin
the drug’srolein admissionsto hospital emergency
rooms. 1n 1994, 56 peoplewerereported admitted to
hospital emergency room nationwide because of GHB.
By 2000, the number had skyrocketed to 4,969.

Emergency Department Episodes
--GHB--

.

ot

1998 1999 2000

source: Drug Abuse Warning Network

TheTragic Sory of Samantha Reid

In 2000, oneyoung girl whowastakento anemergency
room after an overdose of GHB was brain-dead by
thetimeshearrived. Fifteen-year old SamanthaReid,
ahigh school freshmanin suburban Detroit, went out
onenight withtwo girlfriendsand droveto aparty hosted
by someolder boys. Theboyshad dipped some GHB
into afew bottlesof Mountain Dew. Samanthadrank
hersand fell adeep onthe couch. Shenever wokeup.
Accordingto the detectivewho investigated the case,
“Noneof thegirlsever knew the substancewasputin
their drinks. Samanthanever knew what happened to
her.” Three of the boys were later found guilty of
mand aughter and were sentenced to 15 yearsin prison.
Samantha smother, Judi Clark, hasworked tirelesdy
to educate the public about the dangers of GHB and
other Predatory Drugs. Shehelpedtodevelopfedera
legidation on GHB to prevent moretragedieslikethat
which struck her daughter, culminatinginthe Hillory J.
Farias and Samantha Reid Date-Rape Drug
Prohibition Act of 2000.

Sexual Assault

GHB is easily
slipped into
someone’sdrink
and may be
completely
undetectable. The
victim may
remember taking
a drink, but is
unable to recall
what happened
for aperiod of time after consuming thedrink. The
drug may render thevictim unconscious, andthevictim
may never see or know the perpetrator. GHB has
often been used in the commission of sexual assaults,
not only because it makes the victim incapable of
resisting, but because it may aso cause memory
problemsthat can complicate case prosecution. The
drug leavesthe system very quickly, sometimes8to
10hoursafter ingestion, makingit difficult for physcans
and medical examinersto gather evidence.

GHB is produced in a clear liquid, white
powder, tablet, and capsule forms.

--14 --



K etamine

K etamine, another popular drug ontheravescene, is
used as an anesthetic by both veterinarians and
phsyicians. Itsstreet namesare Super Acid, Specia
“K,” Super K, Cat Vaium, Vitamin K, Purple, Super
C, J, Green,and K. Ketaminecomesinaclear liquid
and white or off-white powder form. Theliquidform
can be injected, consumed in drinks, or added to
smokable materials. The powder form can be used
for injection when dissolved.

Its growing popularity is evidenced in its seizure
statistics. 1n 1999, the DEA seized 44 milliliters of
Ketamine, comparedto 4150 millilitersinthefirst nine
monthsof 2002. Ketamine causesdisorientation and
memory lossandisd so usedinthecommissionof sexud
assaults. It producesphysical effectssimilar to PCP,
withthevisual effectsof LSD. Usersreportthatitis
better than PCP or L SD becausethetriplastsan hour
or less. Low dosesof thedrug produce an experience
caled“K-Land,” amellow colorful “wonder world.”
Higher doses produce an effect referred to as “K-
Hole,” an“out-of-body,” or “near-death” experience.

mg per mk
SmL
= PARKE-DAVES

DEA Seizures of Ketamine

(dosage units)

7,020,317

1999 2000 2001

source: DEA

What does Ketamine look like?
Ketamine comes in a clear liquid and a white or off-white powder
form.

How is Ketamine used?

Ketamine is a tranquilizer most commonly used on animals. The
liquid form can be injected, consumed in drinks, or added to
smokable materials. The powder form can be used for injection
when dissolved. In certain areas, Ketamine is being injected
intramuscularly.

Who uses Ketamine?
Ketamine, along with the other "club drugs," has become popular
among teens and young adults at dance clubs and "raves."

How does Ketamine get into the United States?

Marketed as a dissociative general anesthetic for human and
veterinary use, the only known source of Ketamine is via
diversion of pharmaceutical products. Recent press reports
indicate that a significant number of veterinary clinics are being
robbed specifically for their Ketamine stock. DEA reporting
indicates that a major source of Ketamine in the United States is
product diverted from pharmacies in Mexico.

How much does Ketamine cost?
Prices average $20 to $25 per dosage unit.

What are some consequences of Ketamine use?

Higher doses produce an effect referred to as "K-Hole," an "out
of body," or "near-death" experience. Use of the drug can cause
delirium, amnesia, depression, and long-term memory and
cognitive difficulties. Due to its dissociative effect, it is reportedly
used as a date-rape drug.
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Rohypnol

Rohypnol is the brand name for flunitrazepam, which
acts to depress the central nervous system. Itis in the
same drug family as Valium, Halcion, and Xanax, butis
seven-to-ten times as strong as Valium. Rohypnol is
marketed in Latin America and Europe as a short-term
treatment for insomnia and as a pre-anesthetic
medication, but it is illegal in the United States.

Rohypnol is abused by teenagers and young adults,
sometimes at raves and nightclubs. Like GHB and
Ketamine, Rohypnol is considered a predatory drug
because it, too, causes a form of amnesia. Users may
not remember events that occurred while under the
influence of the drug.

Its street names are Roofies, Rophies, Roche, Roach,
Forget-Me Pill, Ropes, Circles, R-2, and Mexican
Valium. Rohpynol used to come in a white tablet,
scored on one side with “Roche” stamped on the other
side. The new Rohypnol tablet, oblong and olive green,
is imprinted with the number 542, and includes a dye
that may make the drug visible if slipped into a drink.
Rohypnol is generally crushed and easily dissolved in
drinks. It can also be grounded up for snorting.

Original Rohypnol tablets and packaging.

New Rohypnol tablets includes a dye that may make
the drug visible if slipped into a drink.

Sexual Assauit in the United States:

o More than 260,000 Americans are sexually assaulted each year.
® 80% of the victims are under age 30.

® More than 62% of sexual assault victims know their attacker.

o Only about 30% of sexual assaults are reported to the police.

o 15% to 20% of rapes are drug induced.

Compiled by RAINN from US Justice Department studies 1999-2000.
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GBL (GammaButyrolactone)
and 1,4BD (1, 4-Butanediol)

Industrial chemicalsasfeel-good drugs?

GBL and 1,4 BD arecommonly used inthe production
of indugtria chemicals, such ascleaners, adhesves, and
paint thinner. But wheningested, they areused asa
barbiturate-like depressant. 1,4 BD and GBL generate
fedingsof euphoriaandintoxicationsamilar totheeffects
of GHB. They’ realso marketed ashealth and dietary
supplements to enhance bodybuilding, and as a
treatment for insomnia or depression. Prior to
February 18, 2000, GBL and 1,4 BD were readily
available asdietary supplementswith market names
suchasLongevity, Revivarant, GH. Revitdizer, Gamma
G, Blue Nitro, Insom-X, Remforce, Firewater,
Invigorate, SomatoPro, Serenity, ThunderNectar,
Weight Belt Cleaner, and NRG3. 1n 2000, the FDA
issued awarning againgt dietary supplementscontaining
GBL and BD and asked for avoluntary recall of all
such products. Thescientificcommunity hasrepestedly
warned against using these GBL and BD for these
purposesduetothedrugs toxic effects.

Chemical Cousins

GBL isaprimary chemicd inthemanufactureof GHB,
and some users buy GBL solely for the purpose of
convertingitinto GHB. Theconverson process, which
isquitesmple, isavailable, along with the necessary
chemicas, over thelnternet, with kitssalling from $48
to $200.

Other userswill ingest small quantities of GBL and
1,4 BD straight, because once ingested, these
substancesconvertinto GHB inthebody, often causing
a severe physical reaction. 1,4 BD and GBL can
increasetheeffectsof dcohol and can causerespiratory
distress, seizures, coma, and even death.

GBL: Blue Nitro® and Renewtrient® in liquid and pill
forms have been removed from the market.

Operation Webdinger

Like GHB, GBL and BD have been used in drug-
facilitated sexual assault and other crimesof violence.
All threeof thesedrugsareinvisblewhen dissolvedin
water and areodorless, making it difficult for victimsto
be awarethat they have been drugged. Awareness of
the presence of these drugs is further complicated
because they metabolize quickly inthebody, leaving
littlephysical evidenceof their presence.

Targeting Trafficker son thelnternet

Traffickershavetakento selling thesedrugson Internet
sites disguised as industrial cleaning and solvent
companies. But in reality, they're sold for human
consumption. At least one death and likely numerous
assaults can beattributed to drugs sold by individuas
recently arrestedinaDEA enforcement action called
“Operation Webdlinger.” Operation Webslinger had
animmediateand national impact ondrug availability,
with drug userssayingin chat roomsthat the operation
had brought on “an end to an era’ in Internet drug
trafficking.

ULTIMATE :
wpHORIA P

1,4BD (1, 4-Butanediol)
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Methamphetamine
Poor Man’sCocaine

Methamphetamineisachemical that stimulatesthe
centra nervoussystem. It hasemerged asan dternative
to Ecstasy at clubsandraves. Traditionally considered
the “poor-man’s’ cocaine, it is typically a white,
odorless, bitter-tasting powder that easily dissolvesin
water. Another common form of thedrugiscrysta
meth, or “ice,” which looks
somewhat likerock candy. Crystal
meth issmoked inamanner smilar
to crack cocaineand about 10to 15
“hits” can be obtained by asingle
gram of the substance.

An alarming new
phenomenon in the United
States is the tablet form of
methamphetamine, which
havebeenfound primarily in
northern Californiaand the
Los Angeles area. The
tablets, which arefrequently
referred to by their Thal
name, yaba (“crazy pill”),
are a composite of
methamphetamine and
caffeine. Already aseriousthreat throughout much of
rural America, meth in tablet form may pose anew
danger asitsproducerspick up onthemarketing success
of Ecstasy. Yabaisnow being foundin colorful little
pills, many of which havehad flavoring added—giving
the pills the appearance and the taste of candy, and
adding to the mistaken notion that this powerfully
addictivelittlepill is* harmless.”

Meth labs (above) use toxic
chemicals that endanger
public safety and require
expensive clean-up efforts.

Speed Kills

Amphetamineshavebeen availableintheUnited States
sincetheearly 1930s. Two amphetamine-based pills,
Benzedrineand Dexedrine, were used extensively in
the 1950s and 60s for weight loss. They wereaso
used asagtimulant by truck driversand sudents, among
others, to stay awakefor long periodsof time. Inthe
1960s, someamphetamine users, called speed-freaks,

Methamphetamineis 18 8 93

sold as powder (left),
“ice” crystaline form *0 %
®*® D

(below), and “yaba”
pills (right).
b " Lg' '.

begantoinjectitintother veinsto achieveamoreintense
high. The often dire consequences of shooting up,
including physcd exhaugtion, mentd psychoss, andrapid
weight loss, gaveriseto thephrase, “ speed kills.”

High doses or chronic use have been associated with
increased nervousness, irritability, and paranoia.
Withdrawa from high dosesproduces severedepression.
Chronic abuse produces a psychosis similar to
schizophreniaand is characterized by paranoia, picking
at the skin, self absorption, and auditory and visual
hdlucinations.

Tweaking

Themost dangerousstage of themethamphetaminebinge
cycleiscaled“tweaking.” Typicaly, duringthisstage,
theabuser hasnot deptinthreeto 10 daysand isagitated
and paranoid. Thetweaker hasan intense craving for
more meth; however, no dosage will help recreatethe
euphoric high. This causes frustration and leads to
unpredictability and often, violence.

DEA Seizures of Meth

(grams in millions)

1.8

1999 2000 2001

source: DEA
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® L egidation

? Themethodscriminals
g:{ use to traffic and
i distributeillegal drugs
ﬁ arecondtantly evolving,
;| asarethe methodsthat
gl law  enforcement
é‘é agenciesuseto combat

them. But evenchanges
inlaw enforcement tacticsare sometimes not sufficient
tofight the newest threets, and federd, state, andlocal
governments must pass new laws to give law
enforcement agencieswith thetool sthey need to meet
them.

In 1970, Congress enacted the Controlled Substances
Act (CSA), whichdlowsthe DEA, the Department of
Health and Human Services(HHYS), or any interested
party toinitiate proceedingsto add, delete, or change
the" schedul€’ of adrug. Drugscontrolled by the CSA
arelisted in Schedules|-V. Drugson Schedulel are
considered the most dangerous, have the greatest
potential for abuse, and are not currently accepted
withinthemedicd professonfor useintreating patients.
Drugson ScheduleV aretheleast dangerous, havethe
lowest potentid for abuse, and are commonly accepted
inmedica treatment of patients. TheDEA usesavery
rigorous processto place drugs on these schedul es.

Ecstasy has been a Schedule | drug
since1988. However, in November
of 2001, Congress recognized the
growing threat posed by thisdrug and
passed the Ecstasy Anti-
Proliferation Act. Thisnew law required the U.S.
Sentencing Commission to increase sentencing
guidelinesfor those convicted of trafficking in Ecstasy.
Asareault, the Commissionincreased the sentencefor
trafficking 800 Ecstasy pillsfrom ayear-and-a-haf to
fiveyears, and increased the penalty for trafficking
8,000 pillsfromthree-and-a-half yearsto 10 years.

Enforcing the Nation’s Drug L aws

In 1996, a'so recognizing agrowing problem whereby
so-called predatory drugswerebeing usedtofacilitate
sexual assaults, Congress passed the Drug-Induced
Rape Prevention & Punishment Act. This law
established federal penalties of up to 20 years
imprisonment and associ ated finesfor anyoneconvicted
of committing acrimeof violence, including rape, by
administering acontrolled substancewithout avictim’'s
knowledge or consent. Furthermore, in February of
2000, Congress passed the Hillory J. Farias and
Samantha Reid Date-Rape Drug Prohibition Act of
2000, named for two young women who died after
unknowingly ingesting GHB that had been dippedinto
their soft drinks. Thislaw makes GHB, which had
been on Schedulelll before 2000, a Schedulel drug
under the CSA.

Legidationiscurrently being consideredin both the
House and the Senate to subject individuals who
intentionaly condonethesaleor useof illegd drugson
their property, whether itis

temporary or permanent—
owned, leased or rented— Schedule |
to the “Crack House GHB

Statute.” Thislegidation, MDMA (Ecstasy)

shouldit pass, will helplaw

enforcement agenciesand Schedule I :
prosecutors to convict Methamphetamine
crlm_lnals who have Schedule II
previously  escaped Ketamine
punishment because the

facilitiesthey used werenot Schedule IV
permanent, or wereowned Rohypnol

by others.

AT -

GHB
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Enforcement Efforts

Reducingthe Supply

The expanding use of party and predatory drugs by
young adultshasbecomeoneof themost difficult socid
issues facing our nation today. In response to the
alarming spread of these drugs, DEA has begun a
comprehensive effort to limit the manufacture,
distribution, and abuse of these dangerousdrugs. In
2001, DEA established the Dangerous Drugs Unit to
combat the abuse and trafficking of someof themore
dangerousillegal drugs. Specia Agentsinthisunit
coordinatedomesticandforeigninvestigationstargeting
organi zations and individual swho manufacture and
distribute predatory drugsand Ecstasy and other party
drugs DEA isdsofocusing oninternationd enforcement
activitiesto stem thetide of Ecstasy, predatory, and
party drugs coming to the United Statesfrom abroad.
Sincethe Netherlands and Belgium produce roughly
70 percent of the Ecstasy consumed worldwide, we' re
working closdly with the Dutch Police on aSynthetic
Drug Unit pilot project and other operationsto target
Ecstasy and synthetic drug organizations in the
Netherlands. In addition, DEA has met with other
European law enforcement agencies to coordinate
worldwide investigative activity related to the
internationa trafficking of Ecstasy.

Operation Red Tide began as a result of the
largest single seizure of Ecstasy (MDMA).
Over 1,000 pounds (2.1 million tablets) were
seized on July 22, 2000, in Los Angeles, CA.

Wt

POLICE
IS AGEW:

|

DEA Seizures of Ecstasy

(dosage units)

1999 2000 2001

source: DEA

DEA Arrests
--Methamphetamine--

8,784
8,006

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
source: DEA
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Recent Successes

These international and
domestic effortsare paying
off. A few recent examples.

In August 2002, the = 3
DEA dismantled oneof thelargest worldwide
Ecgasy trafficking organizations, withalargering
operating out of Houston, Texas, that was
responsblefor thedistribution of morethan
onemillion Ecdasy tabletsinthe Houston area
aone.

In September 2002, DEA dismantled four
nationwidedrug distributionringsinthefirst ever
operation targeting internet traffickersof daterape
drugs. The DEA and severd other federal, state
andlocal law enforcement agencies concluded
OperationWebdinger, atwo-year investigation that
wascarried out inover 100 cities, and resultedin
thearrest of 136 individuasand the seizure of
approximately 25,000,000 dosage unitsof
predatory drugsand over $1. millionin assets.

In October 2002, the DEA seized 1.4 million
Ecstasy pillsin New York-thethirdlargest seizure
ever inthiscountry.

Inthe summer of 2002, two large-scaelsradli
Ecstasy traffickerswere extradited from I srael to
theUnited States. Thismarked thefirst extradition
of any Isradli citizento the United Statesfor adrug
crime.

Theseenforcement activitieshave netted very
tangiblepogtiveresultsfor thecommunitiesinwhich
they havetaken place. For example, after arecent
gring of enforcement ctivitiestargetingillegd drug
sdlesand useduring rave partiesat the State Palace
Theater in New Orleans, Louisiang, party drug-
related overdosesin New Orleans dropped 90
percent, and Ecstasy overdoses disappeared
atogether.

Operation X-Out

To continuethesekind of successes, DEA beganinlate
2002 Operation X-Out, a multi-faceted 12-month
initiative that focuses on identifying and dismantling
organizationsthat are producing and distributing party and
predatory drugs in the United States and abroad. It
focuses DEA's resources and talents on reducing the
supply of these dangerousdrugs. Working with our law
enforcement partnersacrossthe country and theworld,
DEAwill:

Invest moreresourcesin party and predatory drug
investigations. Right now, thesetypeof investigations
make up 5% of our total cases-wewill increasethat
toat least 10%. Theseinvestigationswill take place
acrossthe country.

Virtudly dl Ecgtasy issmuggledinto thiscountry
frequently by couriersor airmail services, sowewill
enhanceairport interdictiontask forcesto increase
coverageat certainairports.

Createnew task forcesin placeslikeMiami and New
York-which areprimary entrywaysfor Ecstasy.
Theseunitswill identify andinvestigate party and
predatory drugtrafficking organizationsandillicitrave
promoters.

Createatask forceto focuson Internet drug
trafficking.

Work closdly with our international |law enforcement
colleaguestotarget themanufacturersand distributors
of party and predatory drugs.

DEA Seizures of GHB

(millilitres)

1,333,888

1999 2000 2001
source: DEA
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TheEcstasy and Predatory DrugAwar eness
Campaign

Despite encouraging enforcement successes, the DEA
recognizesthat enforcement doneisnot enoughto stop
this new threat. The DEA must also help raise
awareness and educate the public about the dangers
of Ecstasy and predatory drugs. Asaresult, theDEA
isdevel oping anational awarenesscampaign.

Thefocusof thecampaignisthreefold:

1. Educate students, educators, parents, health and
law enforcement communities (see sidebar).

2. Demonstrate DEA'sbroad based commitment to
fighting theimpact these drugs have on our society
by building coditionsnationwideto fight thisthreat
inour communitiesand reduce demand for thedrug.

3. Fulfill theAttorney Generd’sresponsibilitiesas
defined inthe 2002 Annud Report Regarding Date-
Rape Drugs; Nationa Awareness Campaign.

DEA Arrests
--All drugs--

] 3720 S2M8 38411

33,323 32178
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W
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1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
source: DEA

“The Knowledge Gap We're Up Against”

“The first way you have an impact is by providing
knowledge. You educate and inform kindergartners
through high school seniorsabout the very real dangers
of drugs. It sounds simplistic, but it's often quite a
knowledge gap we' re dealing with, especially when it
comes to new drugs, like Ecstasy.

“ A few months back, the DEA wrapped up a successful
Ecstasy operation in Denver. It was called Green
Clover. It involved a 16-year old girl, Brittney
Chambers, who overdosed and died after taking an
Ecstasy pill—one with a green clover logo on it—at
her own birthday party.

“| had the responsibility to go to Denver to announce
the arrest and prosecution of about 30 individuals in
an Ecstasy distribution ring. Local law enforcement
arrested the perpetrator that distributed that pill. But
the DEA was able to identify the organization that
brought those pillsinto the country, and even work our
way back to the original source in the Netherlands.

“ But what was troubling to me about this case was that
after Brittney died, headlines in the newspapers read
‘Tainted Ecstasy Kills Teen.” The news story made it
seem that Ecstasy alone wasn't enough to kill, only the
fact that it wastainted. Thefactis, inBrittney'scase, it
wasn't tainted. It was pure Ecstasy. A friend who was
with Brittney when she took the Ecstasy later said, ‘1'd
heard nothing bad would happen when you took
Ecstasy.” Thisis the kind of knowledge gap we're up
against—the belief that Ecstasy isthe ultimate low-risk
high.

“And the belief that there is a safe way to take it.
Consider thesituation in Pittsburgh, where another 16-
year-old girl, Brandy French, died last year after taking
Ecstasy at a concert. It wasthe first time she had ever
tried the drug. While students at her high school
are saddened by her death, a school counselor
reports that there is still widespread enthusiasm for
Ecstasy. The counselor reports that kids say Brandy
only died because ‘ She didn’t do it right. She should
have drunk more water.’”

DEA Administrator Asa Hutchinson,
Remarks at School-Based

Drug and Alcohol Conference,

New York City, May 14, 2002
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Getting the Message Out

As part of Operation X-Out, the DEA will hold
press conferences and town hall meetings across
the country focusing on enforcement and prevention
efforts at the local level. We held the first one on
November 21, 2002, in San Diego, California,
where Director Hutchinson launched Operation

X-Out and called attention to the growing problem
of Ecstasy & predatory drug abuse. That press
conference was followed by a town hall meeting
attended by about 300 people from the greater San
Diego community. Educators, health experts,
students, rape crisis centers, and concerned citizens
attended and discussed solutions to the problem in
their community. Similar events will follow in 2003.

One example of DEA’s commitment toward a
national campaign can be found in its recent
partnership with the National Foundation of Women
Legislators (NFWL). DEA has joined with NFWL
in acommon cause: educating the American public
about the dangers of Ecstasy and predatory drugs.
Robin Read, President and CEO of the NFWL,
called the partnership, “one of the most innovative
programs the NFWL has embarked upon in its 64
year history.”

Ecstasy, predatory drug and party drug trafficking
and abuse will continue to be a priority for the DEA.
Through the development of its national Ecstasy and
predatory drug campaign, the DEA will work with
educators, prevention specialists, and community
action groups to raise awareness and educate
America’s youth about the dangers of Ecstasy and
predatory drugs.

At the same time, DEA Special Agents, as part of
Operation X-Out, will continue to target and
dismantle the criminal organizations that produce,
transport, and distribute these drugs. The DEA’s
focus will be a balanced approach that combines
prevention, education, enforcement, and treatment.

PISSN IS S
FYSSEEVSNE

Training Venues

Another important aspect of the DEA’s efforts to combat
Ecstasy and predatory drugs is training other organizations
to join the fight. In fact, the DEA has been out front on
this effort for a few years now. In the summer of 2000,
the agency hosted the first-ever International Conference
on Ecstasy and Club Drugs in partnership with
approximately 300 officials from domestic and foreign law
enforcement, judicial, chemical, prevention and treatment
communities. That was followed by many more
conferences across the country that brought together law
enforcement, health professionals, treatment providers,
educators, and concerned citizens.

In 2002, the DEA held its first-ever training class on drug-
facilitated sexual assault. DEA Special Agents were
trained in identifying and referring victims of drug-facilitated
sexual assault and other crimes of violence. DEA
specialists also work closely with local law enforcement
and citizen groups to understand and recognize drug-
facilitate sexual assault and responses. In addition, the
Department of Justice has posted forensic training material
on the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI) intranet.
This material, which is accessible to thousands of federal,
state, and local law enforcement officers, enhances the
collection and testing of evidence for these cases.



What You Can Do

Don’t BecomeaVictim:
EducateYour sdif!

Drugssuch asEcgtasy, GHB, K etamine, and Rohypnal,
can beused in apredatory manner to facilitate sexua
assault and other crimesof violence. Thesedrugscan
easily bedippedinto adrink and may be completely
undetectable. Once consumed, they canincapacitate
apotential victimto the point that they suffer memory
lossand/or ability to account for aperiod of time. The
individua may beunsureif they weresexud|ly assaulted.
Whenthesedrugsare used in combinationwith acohol,
thedanger isgreatly increased.

Theexact effectsof thesedrugson any specific person
aredifficulttopredict. Theresultsvary dependingon
thedrug, thedoseingested, whether thedrugismixed
with alcohol and/or other drugsaswell astheweight,
gender, and metabolism of the person who ingestsit.
Further, other factors, including how soonthevictim
receivesmedical assistance, may be of consequence.

Whether you are male or female, if you suspect you
have been thevictim of apredatory drug, takeaction!

« Don't leave your drink unattended

« Watch out for your friends

« Don’t drink out of punch bowls

« Don't drink beverages you did not open

¢ Don't share drinks

IF YOU SUSPECT YOU ARE A VICTIM OF A
PREDATORY DRUG CRIME:

1. Find asafe environment and get help immediately.
2. Call the police and make areport.

3. Seek medical attention. Go to a hospital
emergency room as soon as possible for an
examination and evidence collection.

4. If you suspect you may have been drugged, ask that
a urine sample be taken.

5. If you suspect you may have been raped, ask the
hospital to conduct arapekit exam. Call the National
Sexual Assault Hotline or alocal rape crisis center
for information and support.

6. Preserve as much evidence as possible. Do not
urinate, shower, bathe, or throw away any clothing
you were wearing during theincident. If possible,
save any other materialsthat might provide evidence
- such as the glass that held your drink. Write down
any details that you can remember.

7. Betruthful about any drug or alcohol use.

HOW CAN | REDUCE MY RISK?

1. Don't leave your beverage unattended or accept a
drink from an open container.

2. Go with friends to parties and clubs. Watch out for
each other and leave together.

3. Beaware of your surroundings at all times.

4. Don’'t becomeisolated with someoneyou don’t know
or trust.

5. Don'trely onadrug/alcohol test kit or product. They
may not be accurate.

6. Educate yourself about these drugs!
What can you do to help someone who is using any of

these drugs? Be areal friend. Encourage your friend
to stop or seek professional help. Save alife!

24 --



Helpful Websites

www.dea.gov
www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
www.drugfreeamerica.org
www.nationalfamilies.org
www.drugabuse.gov

www.samhsa.gov
www.casacolumbia.org
www.health.org
www.projectghb.org
www.rainn.org




www.dea.gov



